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Madam Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda items 132 
and 66, programme budget implications on draft resolution A/69/L.3, on the 
programme of activities of the International Decade for People of African Descent. 

At the outset, the African Group aligns  itself with the statement just delivered by the 
representative of Bolivia on Behalf of Group of 77 and China . 

The Group would like to thank Mr. Johannes Huisman, Director, Programme 
Planning and Budget Division, for introducing the statement on A/C.5/69/4, in 
accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. The Group 
also wishes to thank Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, for his introduction of the related report of 
the Advisory Committee contained in document A/69/551. 

 

Madam Chair, 

The African group strongly supports  the resource related to the  programme of  
activities for the implementation of the International Decade for People of African 
Descent starting in accordance with General Assembly resolution 68/237 and the 
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. 

The theme of the International Decade “People of African descent: recognition, 
justice and development” is evocative of the history of our continent, thus we urge the 
Secretary-General to ensure the full and effective implementation of the envisaged 
programme of activities. 

We do believe that this plan of actions will give an opportunity to Member states to 
effectively tackle the issues concerning racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance.  

 

Madam Chair, 

The Group notes that the overall resource requirements in relation to the 
International Decade amount to $9,031,700 to be spread over the period from 2014 to 
2025 and that for this current biennium, an envelope in the amount of the $1,080,600  is 



needed in order to carry out the programme of activities. The African Group is in 
strong support of the Secretary-General’s resource proposal for this biennium 2014/15.  

The Group also encourages Member States to provide additional extra-
budgetary resources to supplement the implementation of the planned activities. 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

The Group has taken note that, pursuant to paragraph 7 of the draft resolution 
A/69/L.3, the President of the Assembly will convene a midterm review to take stock 
of the progress made and decide on further necessary actions before its seventy-fourth 
session.  

The Group has also taken note that financial resources to conduct such a review 
are not included in the current proposal before us. It is our expectation that, those 
resources will be provided in due course  by General Assembly in accordance with rule 
153 of its rules of procedure, as soon as specific decisions on the modalities are 
determined. 

In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of our readiness to 
engage constructively on deliberation with the aim of concluding this agenda item as 
quickly as possible. 

 

I thank you, Madam Chair, 

 

 


